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In the Specification 

On page 5, patagrc^h 3, sUiriins at line 10, please amend asfollovai: 

The structure preferably includes a plastic impermeable bottom layer and a; t9P laY^f 
nf a nrcmanufitcturari. bonded at the interstic t a, scmi-fiRi<L.h igh loft, open porous, inert 
filamentous non-woven ito&iifnMerial [[top layer]]. The middle layer, when used in certain 
applications, consists of wood pulp, plain or treated with superabsorbcnt polymers, baking soda, 
anti-microbials or odor-counteractive agents. [[ The top layer can also be treated with the above 
to eliminate odors]]) Ctinaenhanjaig substances such as [[oily,]] sticky, tsgkiiie d adhesives^o r 
static substances can be added to the top layer so as to enhance particle entrapment by enhancing 
the cling o f the captured particle to the top non-woven. After treatmisnl the top »open, bonded, 
inert fiber, highloft layer can also be treated with the above dry paraculate Super absoibent 
polymers, baking soda, antimicrobials, and odor-counteractive agents as used in the middle layer, 
to eliminate odors. In other embodiments such as the poudi design, the bomled highbft non- 
woven material is replaced by non lolly .standard, flat, bonded [[ onothor porous materia ]] and in 
still other embodiments, the bottom impervious layer is made from the same Ikjuid permeable, 
open porous, bonded highloft material as the top layer, either layer or the interface, also can be 
treated with the above dry particulate Super absorbent polymers, baking soda, antimicrobials, and 
odor-counteractive agents as used in the middle layer. 

On page 7 paragraph J starting at line I. please amend as follows: 
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The pad includes at least a top, made of a p rcmaimfitctured. bonded at the intersticesJiigh 
loft, open porous, inert fflamentous non-woven class of material layer and a bottom impervious 
layer. Optionally* the pad can include a middle absorbent layer. Figure 1 A shows one 
embodiment of a two layer particle-entrapping pad 10 for fine particles. A bonded high loft non- 
woven top layer 1 1 is secured to a plastic liquid impervious bottom layer 1 3. Top, more dense 
biwdcd, open filamentous layer 1 1 traps fine particles 12. Once the particles 12 are trapped 
within the non-woven, they mostly either tail to the bottom of the pad 10 or many remain 
suspended within the matrix of b4)ndcd interstices, open porous, filamentous, top layer 1 1 . Figure 
IB shows a two layer particle-entrapping pad for coarse particles. A less dense, more open, 
bonded, high loft non-woven top layer 1 1 is secured to a plastic liquid impervious bottom layer 
1 3, Coarse particles 1 4 are trapped in the more open non-woven layer 11. In the embodiments of 
either figures 1 A or IB, clinp enhancing^ additives [[ such ao oil or gurfactan t JJsuch as tackified 
adhesives, can increase the holding capacity of the porous, bonded, inert fiber highloll top layer 
n , or static charge for additional cling can be maintained by the composition of the fibers or 
added clin g enhancing ingredients.)) Additionally, deodorants such as dry particulate baking soda 
can be added or ore-loaded to_ the, stickv. clint! treated H e itherll top layer 1 1 or between layers 
11 and 13. 

On page 8, paragraph 3, starting at line 13, please amend asfolloM^: 

A dry particulate super absorbent polymer can be incorporated [[asjj into a middle layer 25 
of the pad. This super absorbent polymer is hiphlv absor bent and available in a variety of particle 
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sizes. The various particle sizes and their ahfioAentdw^^ in the 

manufacturer's specifications enclosed herein, r f knovm ftonorically on a flt tic Q aerogol or hydrotod 
s ilioa, includ es sia eh oompositions ao oilioon dioxido> ailioQU carbid e , ele mental si l icon and vorioua 
sodium silicate saltor]] Super absorbent polymer can be purchased from manufacturers such as 
GELOCK in Dayton, Ohio which sells super absorbent polymer alone or with baking soda 
included in a desired ratio, [[^he-pfefeed]] Anoth^ composition contains amorphous silicon 
dioxide,. k nown genericallv as a silica acroGcl or hydrated silica, in cludes such comtx>sitions_as 
silicon dioxide, sil ic on carbide, elemental silicon and vario as sodium silicate $aJt$. [[These 
emttpoun ds are highly ab i iorbeft l^ ond availabl e in -a-va ri e ty of particlo siaoo. Tli e varioufi part icle 
uiaoi) and th e ir obsorptio n- eharaotemtics arc d cpcribcd in th e ma nufac turer's specifioationfi 
ett^oed-he tein. Th e y can be readily formed into F . il ica gelsr]] Although generally considered 
nontoxic, silica gels are so absorbent and capable of binding tightly to wet surfaces that an 
inherent risk exists upon accidental ingestion. Use of the silica gels alone as a desiccant or super 
absorbent 

On page UK paragraph 2, starting at line P, please amend Q$folh\vs: 

For entrapping coarse and fine particles, a variety of inert,_bonded, non-absorbing high- 
loft non-wovcns exists which can be used [[as the wadding and]] to retain the dry part i culate, 
s uper absorbing polymer water abso Aing material when the in erL nonabsorbent, fibers of the 
highloft are previously treated wi th cling agents such as tackiiied adhcsives ^ Examples of this 
bonded, high-loft non-woven materials made of a t>r etnanufactured, bonded th^ inte rstices, lii^h 
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loft, open porniM- inert filamentous non-wo v en class of material include polyester, nylon, 
polypropylene and the like and these can be manufactured in a variety of thicknesses and densities 
as may be desired by both user or needed for the use. The denier for these materials can range 
from thick with relatively sparse thread count to thin with very high thread count. [[ These noH- 
wovon moteriglg onn b e ma nufaoturod with a taoky ma te rial appli e d ^o aa to allow c ross-fekiBg 
ftfld^easiHtt tcgration of the abaorbcnt ma teriaMh^]] Purin a the ma nufacturipK pvifce^ss 
[[Thev ]] the fibers ffc an be]] are sprayed with a binding agent so as to join the fibers at the points 
of junction, [[ or thoy oon b e n ee dl e- punohod to intograte the tibcra]] Union Wadding Ina in 
Pawtuckct, Rhode Island and HoUinee Filtration (now Ahlstrom Inc.) in Texas, as well as many 
other non-wo vol suppliers supply the class of bonded,, ope n porous hiflhl<;A non-wovens in all 
types of lengths, densities, widths etc. with or without bi nding ag e nts or tacky materiak applied 
upon request. 

O n Page 15. please amend this pa£e gsfoHoMXs: 

capped with a porous top layer 41 of either high loft non-woven or the non- woven degotjbed w 
U.S> 4.774,907 which allows liquids to pass through. Liquids that pass through the top layer 41 
are absorbed by the super absorbent polymer 44, and any excess liquids are prevented from pillage 
by the impervious bottom layer 42. 

Another household use includes lining the bottoms of garbage pails, waste pails, 
commercial disposal pails, and other receptacles in order to provide protection from dripping 
waste and particles. Pads for this use tnay consist of similar construction as ab ove or can be of a 
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sim pler structure, and itiay consist of similar constructiun a s previously described in U.S. 
4.774.907 to Yananton [[e f - <on be of Q s impl e r stru ctme]], omitting the particles catching high- 
lott non- woven layer, replacing it with a standard rip-pimnf spun bond or spun laced non-woven 
polypropylene, nylon or polyester sheel or anv other similarly pe rforming nonwovcn. Silica gel, 
baking soda, super absorbent polymers, odor-counleractivc agents, etc. can be added to the 
middle layer. The wood pulp iibers of the middle layer also promote evaporation to negate odon?. 

In another embodiment^ as shown in Figxirc 5, a pad can be developed as previously 
described wherein the bottom layer is the same as the non-woven top layer, i.e. there is no 
impervious bottom layer, These two non-woven layers 51 and 52 are attached to form kind of a 
pouch 50. This pouch preferably contains a middle layer 53. Middle layer 53 can include a super 
absorbent polymer or backing soda particles 54 or both. This pouch 50 can be used in any 
enviromnenti most notably a refrigerator, to reduce odor and humidity. 

The preceding examples and uses are provided for descriptive purposes solely and are not 
meant to limit the embodiments of the invention. Other configurations of the [[portable display 
case]] absorbent pad for entrannina small and coarse pa rtic les, retaining liquids and eliminating 
odors will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art. 
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